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Iran is permitted to keep thousands 

of nuclear centrifuges to enrich ura-
nium. As for the $150 billion in 
unfrozen assets, does anyone think 
that Iran is going to use that to build 
schools or hospitals or to teach toler-
ance of other faiths? Instead, how 
about using it to wipe Israel off the 
map? How about the chants of ‘‘death 
to America’’? Why are we paving the 
path to weapons that can accomplish 
these atrocities? 

Why should we trust Iran? What is it 
about their history of deceit, destruc-
tion, and killings that warrants our be-
stowing trust that they will be peace-
ful? 

Here is a question for those who say 
this is a good deal: How many people 
can Iran kill with this money for this 
to remain a good deal? What is the 
under-over death toll threshold for this 
deal to no longer be a good deal? 

I ask these questions because, very 
simply, this money is going to be used 
to kill people, and this deal provides 
the funding for it. 

Millions of Americans, throughout 
the history of this country, have 
fought and died. Families have sac-
rificed in the name of freedom. Genera-
tions of Americans have brought about 
American strength and exceptionalism, 
and this has engendered a belief in our 
allies that we will have their backs, 
and it has kept many of our enemies in 
check given our military capability. 
This strength has always been at the 
very core of our leverage when dealing 
with other countries. 

As for negotiating, the administra-
tion simply says we have negotiated 
the best deal we can, and we are sup-
posed to, as Congress, accept that at 
face value with zero input. 

Here is a little bit of recent history. 
We were assured by this administration 
that al Qaeda had been broken, but it 
hasn’t. Our strategy in Yemen was 
called a model for combating ter-
rorism, but, at this point, it looks very 
much like an Iran proxy state. ISIS 
was mocked as a JV team, and now 
they are murdering thousands. Our re-
lationship with Russia was supposed to 
be reset, but I don’t think anyone let 
Vladimir Putin know that as he in-
vades sovereign countries and faces no 
consequences. 
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How about the bright red line in 
Syria that said we won’t allow Assad to 
kill his own people with chemical 
weapons? This administration decided 
to ignore that, and we now have a Syr-
ian refugee crisis. 

This is the recent backdrop from 
which our leverage, our American 
strength and exceptionalism, earned 
through the blood, sweat, and tears of 
generations of Americans, has been 
brokered by this administration in this 
deal. 

The U.N. voting on this deal before 
the United States Congress and the 
United States Senate, the minority of 
which is actually considering filibus-

tering a vote on this deal, is an out-
rage, Mr. Speaker. 

What does a good deal consist of? 
Real simple: A complete dismantling of 
their entire nuclear program. Once we 
have a demonstrated proof of that, 
then sanctions get lifted. No non-
nuclear concessions. 

Any other outcome is not acceptable. 
Let’s use our leverage to the max-
imum. We fought for it. Let’s be strong 
and let’s be proud of our strength and 
let’s use it to our advantage. 

Diplomacy isn’t compromising to the 
preferred position of a terrorist coun-
try. Diplomacy must always begin and 
end with protecting American security. 

This is not about politics, and it is 
not just about America. A nuclear Iran 
is a global threat to everyone every-
where. All Iranian terror must be 
stopped. We need to reject this deal and 
go back to the negotiating table. 
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MAKE IT IN AMERICA FIELD 
HEARING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Connecticut (Ms. ESTY) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 
Congresswoman DELAURO and I held a 
Make It In America field hearing in 
Connecticut. 

We heard from manufacturers from 
across the State, including leaders 
from Click Bond in Watertown, Con-
necticut, who are committed to grow-
ing their businesses right here in the 
United States. But they need our sup-
port. 

Congress needs to be a more effective 
partner for American manufacturing. 
We must continue to foster an innova-
tion economy that creates manufac-
turing careers, not jobs, but careers 
that are at the heart of the middle 
class. 

We must reauthorize the Export-Im-
port Bank, a critical financial tool for 
our companies to remain competitive 
in the global marketplace. 

We must work together to create a 
predictable Tax Code that encourages 
companies to return to the United 
States and levels the playing field for 
our small businesses, particularly our 
family-owned companies. 

We must inspire our students in 
science, technology, engineering, and 
math so that the United States re-
mains the leader in global innovation 
for generations to come. By engaging 
our students in the STEM fields, we 
can prepare them to be the scientists, 
entrepreneurs, and innovators of the 
future. 

These students could become NASA 
astronauts like Waterbury’s own Rick 
Mastracchio, who circled the planet on 
the International Space Station, or 
machinists or Teamsters, who assemble 
the aircraft that our military flies 
proudly all around the world, or com-
puter programmers, who make our 
world more accessible and connected. 
Many of my colleagues share my pas-
sion for STEM education and bol-
stering our skilled workforce. 

With Minority Whip STENY HOYER’s 
leadership, Congress has advanced the 
Make It In America agenda and passed 
important legislation to cut taxes, pro-
vide small business loans, train skilled 
workers, and support American manu-
facturing. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
who are dedicated to creating and 
growing American jobs. 

By rising above partisan politics and 
focusing on commonsense practical 
policies, our bipartisan efforts can 
stimulate real economic growth. We 
should seize the opportunity to work 
together to support high-paying ca-
reers in American manufacturing. 

f 

WASHINGTON STATE WILDFIRES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BYRNE). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
NEWHOUSE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, for 
the second year in a row, my home 
State of Washington and my Fourth 
Congressional District are facing the 
worst wildfires in the State’s recorded 
history. 

One year ago the Carlton Complex 
fire broke out in Okanogan County. At 
the time, it was the most destructive 
in our State’s history, burning over 
250,000 acres, destroying hundreds of 
homes and businesses, and devastating 
the environment. 

Now the people of Washington are 
once again enduring another cata-
strophic wildfire season, far surpassing 
the scale of the devastation experi-
enced last year. 

To put it in perspective, the amount 
of land burning in my home State is 
equivalent to the State of Rhode Is-
land. Many of these fires continue to 
burn, even as Federal, State, and local 
agencies and officials work tirelessly 
to contain them. 

Communities across my State are 
mourning the tragic loss of three fire-
fighters who fell in the line of duty on 
August 19 while battling the Twisp fire 
in Okanogan County. We remember and 
mourn the loss of these brave young 
men: Andrew Zajac, Richard Wheeler, 
and Tom Beshevsky. 

Our prayers are with their families 
and their loved ones. The current situ-
ation in Washington is dire, and the 
heartbreaking loss of life is a sober re-
minder of the dangerous conditions fac-
ing many residents. 

Already roughly 1 million acres have 
burned, along with countless homes 
and businesses and agricultural oper-
ations, forcing thousands of residents 
to evacuate their homes as the threat 
continues. 

While the Governor has declared a 
state of emergency and the President 
approved a Federal emergency declara-
tion, the threat remains for residents 
of central and eastern Washington, and 
more resources are necessary. 

For the first time in history, the For-
est Service has spent more than half 
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its budget on wildfire suppression and 
across the country over 8 million acres 
have already burned just this year. 

The Forest Service reported last 
week that it has begun the practice 
known as fire borrowing, which is 
transferring funds to supplement its di-
minishing firefighting budget. 

This practice of fire borrowing leads 
into a vicious cycle where funding is 
not available for critical fire mitiga-
tion efforts, such as thinning dense for-
ests, rehabilitating areas after 
wildfires, and ensuring communities 
are more resilient and prepared for fu-
ture fires. 

This leads the next fire season to be 
worse than the last, a trend that we are 
now experiencing in Washington, which 
is why it is more important than ever 
to pass legislation to fix this problem 
such as the Wildfire Disaster Funding 
Act. 

To protect our communities and bat-
tle the wildfires, firefighters from 
across the U.S., as well as Australia 
and New Zealand, have joined the fight. 
We owe them our deepest gratitude and 
thanks. 

Additionally, the thousands of first 
responders and volunteers and National 
Guard servicemembers who have 
worked around the clock at great per-
sonal risk to fight the blaze deserve 
recognition for their heroic and selfless 
efforts. 

I have seen firsthand how our com-
munities have pulled together to help 
one another during these trying times. 
Our communities in central and east-
ern Washington are resolute, resilient, 
and have come together to confront the 
many challenges facing them. 

The outpouring of support and effort 
of volunteers from all over the State 
and country, who provide shelter to 
survivors, cook meals, and unload 
trucks of relief supplies, is a testament 
to the spirit and determination of 
Washingtonians and our neighbors. 

However, help is needed still as the 
current fires have only worsened what 
was already a perilous situation, with 
more and more homes being destroyed, 
families being displaced, and severe 
economic hardship expected in the 
aftermath. 

Mr. Speaker, we must remember the 
losses caused by catastrophic wildfires 
of the last 2 years, and Congress must 
continue to push to improve forest 
health and to ensure that this does not 
happen again. 
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AMERICAN HEROES OF FRENCH 
TRAIN ATTACK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. DESAULNIER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to join my neighbor and good 
friend from Sacramento in honoring 
three brave Americans who foiled an 
attempted attack on passengers in a 
train traveling from Amsterdam to 
Paris on August 22, 2015. Anthony 

Sadler, Spencer Stone, and Alek 
Skarlatos were the three brave Ameri-
cans who stopped this attack. 

Anthony Sadler is a native of Pitts-
burg, California, which, happily, is in 
my congressional district. These coura-
geous men charged the attacker, who 
was armed with an AK–47 and dozens of 
rounds of ammunition, enough to kill 
everyone on that train. 

Thanks to Anthony and his friends, 
no one was killed and injuries were 
minimized. Each were awarded 
France’s highest civilian honor, the Le-
gion d’Honneur. 

As we reflect on 9/11, 14 years ago this 
week, the heroic efforts of these young 
men underscore our Nation’s resolve to 
confront violent extremism. I am 
thankful they returned home to their 
families and to America. 

f 

A MUNICH-SIZED MISTAKE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, in 48 
hours, the House will vote on a resolu-
tion to stop the Iran nuclear treaty. 

Now, I know the President chooses 
not to call it a treaty, but it is a treaty 
in everything but name, with inter-
national ramifications as great as any 
treaty Congress has ever considered. 

Because treaties have a profound im-
plication to the life of this Nation, the 
Constitution requires they be ratified 
by a two-thirds vote of the Senate. Yet, 
in this post-constitutional era of 
Obama’s America, it now require two- 
thirds of both Houses to reject them. 

Every Republican in both Houses has 
taken a stand against this treaty. So 
rejection or ratification now rests sole-
ly on whether enough Democrats are 
willing to place country ahead of party 
on a matter of the gravest consequence 
to world peace. 

I don’t think anyone can dispute the 
immediate effects of this treaty: $150 
billion in frozen assets will be released 
to a regime whose leaders daily reit-
erate their intention to wage war on 
Israel and the United States. These 
funds will be available to finance Iran’s 
military and terrorist activities and to 
fund its nuclear ambitions. 

Although the agreement purports to 
halt production of fissile material, it 
gives Iran the legal right to continue 
its research and development of ad-
vanced centrifuges, the only purpose of 
which is to produce nuclear weapons. 

It gives them legal access to traffic 
in conventional arms in just 5 years 
and ICBM technology in 8 years, some-
thing that Obama’s own chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff said should be 
done ‘‘under no circumstances’’ just a 
week before the treaty was announced. 

Does anyone deny that the nation 
most immediately imperiled by a nu-
clear Iran—our ally, Israel—is united 
in its opposition to this treaty? Israeli 
political parties are among the most 
fractured and disputatious in the 

world. Yet, they stand united on this 
issue. 

Does anyone deny that the Iranian 
regime is notorious for not honoring 
its treaty obligations? Indeed, Iran 
signed a nuclear nonproliferation trea-
ty and has violated it ever since, which 
is why we are now debating this treaty. 

Verification therefore must be the 
central focus of any treaty with this 
regime. Yet, under its very terms, spot 
inspections can be delayed for weeks or 
even months if the regime objects. 

More recently, we have learned that, 
under secret side agreements the ad-
ministration had no intention of shar-
ing, inspections of the most important 
nuclear sites are to be conducted by 
the Iranians themselves. This provision 
alone guarantees that history will ridi-
cule this treaty as the pinnacle of na-
ivety. 

So I ask my Democratic colleagues, 
why? Why would anyone who values 
peace support this treaty? The answer I 
hear is that it reduces the chance of 
war in the next few years or, in Neville 
Chamberlain’s words, it guarantees 
‘‘peace in our time.’’ 

Does anyone really believe this? This 
treaty gives Israel the Hobson’s choice 
of launching a preemptive strike or 
ramping up its own nuclear program. 

The Saudis and Egyptians have al-
ready made clear this agreement gives 
them no alternative other than to ini-
tiate their own nuclear programs. It 
catastrophically undermines the Ira-
nian democratic opposition at just the 
time the regime was faltering from 
within. 

Ironically, Mr. Obama tacitly con-
cedes the destabilizing effect of this 
treaty by following it up with pledges 
to vastly increase military aid to 
Israel, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia. If he 
really believed this treaty stabilizes 
the region, why would it need a new in-
fusion of arms? 
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I appeal to my Democratic colleagues 
to consider the ramifications of this 
vote. The constitutional concerns are 
huge. This sets a dangerous precedent 
that essentially rescinds the treaty 
clause of the Constitution, a precedent 
they might live to regret under Repub-
lican administrations. 

A far more immediate danger is the 
chain of events this treaty would set 
off in the Middle East and quickly 
spread throughout the world. This 
treaty bolsters the Iranian regime from 
within. It infuses it with $150 billion 
with which to finance its nuclear ambi-
tions. It gives it the legal right and 
guaranteed timetable to pursue nuclear 
war and cannot be verified through in-
spections. 

Iran has made crystal clear its intent 
to destroy Israel and the United 
States, a threat reiterated yesterday in 
no uncertain terms by its Supreme 
Leader. 

Mr. Speaker, we are running out of 
time to avert a catastrophe. 
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